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BANKS’S BLUNDER.
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N the 28th of July,
b 1562, the day before 1
Jeft Washington to
f join the Army of Vir-
V ginia, the military sit-
ustion may be thns
gtated: McCicllan
with the Army of the
Potomac was in-
trenched at Harrison's
Landing.on the James
River, and was loudly
ealling for reinforcements of over rather
than under 100,000 men, to protect himsell
from, or farther to operate against the 200-
000 men in “buckram” whom he had gen-
ercusly bestowed on Gen. Lee, who was in
front of Richmond with less than half of
that foree. Stonewsll Jockson, with his
Corps, was at Gordonsviile, and between
there and the Rapidan. J. E. B. Stuart, with
kis Cavalry Corps, was in observation of our
forces gt Predericksburg,

GEX. POPE JOINS HIS ARMY.

The Army of Virginia (my own command)
was concentrated (except King's Division)
st Sperryville, Little Washington and Wa-
terioo Bridge. (Cn the morning of the 29th of
July I left Wachingion 1o join the com-
wand. Perbaps few men have ever been

Faiw ViecIxia.

richer in treasures of adviee, warnings, en-
copragersents and assorapces thsn I was
when I crossed (Le Polomae 0 sssunie a
command and vedenake military operaiicns
distuslefal 1o soe and woprowmising to the
el Uspree. The weather had been ex-
frewsely warnm for several weeks, and I shall
et suon fusgel the delighiful change which
the Gost birecge from the mooutaing brought
with it. We passed the night at Warren-
ton, where, from the upper windows of a
fgmisy-hn-fd. then wacant, 1 caught my
£rs! 1 *®w of the Bloe Ridge. The moon
was ¥ full ikal night, the air came soft

god coc, from the not distapt bills, and thece

wa & Teen silepce and quiet upon the whole
scepe A more lovely landsespe or a more
clarmipe oouniry the eye of man has net

SUaaiinet O,

sod the remeobracoe of 1as!
scene under the bright moonlight wil al-

ways be & delight 1o me

The neat moruimg early we monnted and
gcr o for Waterioo Bridge, where Ricketts's
D s tadon, of MoeDowells Corps, was socamped. |

A viev of the ¢otutry and of

E e Guring Ut

the Blae
and many sueeessive days

B ool L Bl .:pf!rn. the in j::l-n-; s of the
X Lifore. "The intiénse blue of the skies
weling owsy into mor= stihadned coloriug of
th- =mmne tint slopg (he pol distant ridees
of the range: the peutly uneven conniry,

il orcasior

! hills of no great alti-
sude covered with forest trecs, and the rapid,
winding sircams, with solitary
WALS QNS old-feshioned vil-
Seges sonilered without apporcnt efforl here
s there over the couvtry, mads a land-
¢ that 1 ecsunot thick of even to this
ithout keen plesscre,

oounisiy
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In nothing was
bood of Virgivia (and the sapremest
wood of the South shone forth in that
t chivalrie Stiwe) more adminbly ex-
bited than in the resclute and uncom-
p-aining fortitnde with which they eaw this
beavtiful region truwepled into mire by bos-
tile armies aud those ancient homes and
fovely villapes consigued o ruin. Iu no part
of this broad lsnd have the courage and
pluck of ita people shoue forth with more
Juster thau in the Old Dominion during the
lste war, but God grant that never shall
there arise another octasion again 1o test it
in such & manper! Wrong no doubt they
were in assenting to the attempt to break up
the Umion of these Stutes, but they paid the
penaity—and a pensity far heavier than was
inflicted on auy other Stale—with digaity
and withont complaint.

Itz geogrephical position made it plain to
all the world that Virginia must besr the
best and burden of the war, and it certainly
is unfortunate thet her example during the
war and after the war was not more closely
followed by the otber States of the South.
QOEN. BANES'S BLUSHER WITH THE CAV-

ALRY.

To keep the troops of King's Division from

Lying in idlencss at Frederichehurg, and also

to keep informed of any movements of the
enemy on & large scale from Richmond to-
ward the north, I inpstructed King to send
detachments of cavalry to operate on the
line of the Virginia Central Railroad,and as
far as was possible to interrupt or destroy
communications between Richmond and the
Shenandoah Valley. Several cavalry expe-
ditions which he dispatched for that pur-
pose were very successful, and broke up the
railroad at several pluces and on geveral oc-
casions. At the same time J directed Gen.
Bauks to send forward a brigade of infantry
and all of his cavairy, to march rapidly upon
Culpeper Courthouse, and after taking pos-
session of that place to push forward some
cavalry on observation toward the Rapidan.
On the 14th of July, after this movement
had been successiully accomplished, 1 re-
quested him to send the whole of his cavalry
that night from Culpeper to Gordonsville by
forced marches, and to destroy the railroad
for 10 or 15 miles east of that place with
part of his force, whilst the remainder of the
foree ehould push on toward Charloitesville,
destroying railroad bridges and breaking up
communications a8 faras possible. At that
time there was no force of the enemy of any
account at Gordonsville or in the vicinity,
and the movement, as ordered, was quite
practicable, and might have worked serious
inconvenience to the enemy; but to my sur-
prise and dissatisfaction 1 learned by dis-
patch from Gen. Bauks on the17th that the
officer in command of the expedition had
taken infantry, artillery and wagons with
bim, and becavse of bad roads he had only
sacceeded on the 17th in getling as far on
the way as Madison Courthouse. Meantime
on the 16th the advance of Juckson had
reached Gordonsville, and the movement was
no longer practicable,
Having completed necessary preparations
I ordered Ricketts's Division to march on
the 6th of August from Waterloo Bridge to
Cuipeper Courthouse, and Banks to move
forward toward Culpeper to where the Hazel
tiveris crossed by the pike from Sperryvilie
to Culpeper, 80 that the whole force under
my immediste command (except some of
the cavelry) was on the 7ih along that pike
sud in close relation with each other, and
numbered 28000 men on paper. King's Di-
vision remained at Fredericksburg, The
cavalry forees covering the front of the army
on that day were dictributed as follows:
Gen. Joha Buford, with five regiments, was
posted at Madison Conrthouse, with his pick-
ets along the Rapidan from Burnett's Ford
to the Biue Ridge. Sigel had been directed
to post a brigade of infantry and a battery
of artillery at the point where the road from
3adisen Courthouse to Sperryville crosses
Robinson’s River, ae a support to Baford.
Gev. Bayerd, with four regiments of cavilry,
was posied at Rapidan Station, at the point
where the Orapge & Alexandriz Railroad
crosses the river, with his pickels extending
from Ilsccoon Ferd on the east to a connec-
tion with Buford at Burneti's Ford. Frou

Raccoon Ford io the forks of the Rappshan- |

nock above Falmonth the Rapidan was lined
with cavalry picketa, On- thetop of Thor-
oughfare Mountain about half way between
Bayurd and Buford was eslablished a signal
station which overlosked the whole country
a8 far south as Oraoge Conriliouse. Thus we
were prepared 1o know aud te meet the ¢x-
pected movement of the enemy, which bad
alrcady begun.
TEE LENENMY CREUSSES THE RAPIDAN.

On the %th of Anuguet [ went to Bperry-
ville and inspected the corps of Gean.
Sigel. Dauring the day 1 received reports
that the epemy was crossing the Kapidan at
severs] places befween the raiiroad crossing
and Liberty Mills, aud at 4 ¢’clock I started
with my staff and escort for Culpeper Court-
house. Crawfard’s Brigade, of Banks's Corpe,
had been there for several weeks, aud en the
7th of Angust had been joiped by Ricketts's
Division from Waterloo Bridge. 1 arrived
at Culpeper on the morning of the Sth, and
during the whole worning 1 continued to
receive reports from Gen. Bavard, who was
slowly falling back from the Repidan in the

reclion of Calpepis Belfore 1he advane
the enemy ; aud fr(m Gen. Buford, who also
reported the enemy advancing in beavy
force on his position at Madison Courthouse.
My orders ohbliged me, as heretofore staied,

| to keep my commnications with Fredericks-

burg perfectly secure, o order (hat there
riight be oo gbetacle 10 the free movementis
of the divisions of thé Army of the Potomace
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CAvALEY PICKETE ON THE RAPIDAK.

to join me from Acquia Creek, where the
troops which had left the Peninsula first
debarked. These crders were a constant
embarrassment sud coustraint to me, and
placed me much in the position of a man
with one log tied to a post, fighting with
another free to move in every direction. 1
hed pothing like force suflicient to con-
tend in tbe open field against any con-
siderasble portion of Lee's army, and my
plan, as beretofore stated, was to draw back
against the Blue Ridge and occupy a strong
pusition, so a8 to compel the enewy to attack

me in it, or by moving ofl toward Washing-
| ton, Y have me on Lis 8ank and rear, -The

AN IMPENDING DANGER.

Shall American Labor be Trampled out under
the Heel of Lazzaroni Immigration ?

advance on Bayard from Rapidan Railroad
Station directly threatened our communica-
tions with Fredericksburg, and that had to
be met at once and effectively. I accord-
ingly sent forward Crawford’s Brigade, of
Banks's Corps, toward Slaughter or Cedar
Mountain early in the day, to support Bay-
ard, who was falling back in that direction,
and to assist him as far'as he could in de-
termining the strength and the movements
of the enemy. In view of my enforced rela-
tions with Fredericksburg, and to make sure
that they would not be broken up, I con-
gidered it necessary to give up my opinions
and wishes and concentrate my whole army
in the direction of Culpeper, so as thoroughty
to cover the lower fords of the Rappahan-
nock.
SIGEL FAILS TO MOVE AS ORDERED,

I sent orders to Banks to move forward at
vaee Trom: Fazel Tiyer to f“"{."ﬁx\f‘f Conrt-
bouse, and at the same time sent (bhe same

By Wnat RoAD?
crder to Sigel at Sperryville,
prise I received alter dark a note from Sigel,
| dated st HEperryville at 6:50 the same after-

noon, acknowledging the receiplof thisorder,

To my sur-

{iaqd
e 3

asking, before he moved, to he inforimed
| by what road he should march. As there
| was but one road between Sperryville and
Culpeper, and that a broad turnpike, I was
altogcther at a loss to understand how there
could be any such guestion on the snhject,
| This unexplaired and wholly absurd ques-
tion, however, delayed for many hours the
arrival of Bigel's Corpe, and proved of seri-
ous injury to the esunbsequent operations,
Early the pext morning (Aug. 8) 1 directed
Gen. Banks to move forward toward Cedar
Mountiain with his whole Corps to the posi-
tion oecupied by Crawford’s Brigade, of his
Corps, which bad been ecnt to the front the
day previcus, I directed Gen. Banks to take
up a etrong position at or near the point
occupied by that brigade, for the purpose of
checking the enemy’s advance and deter-
mining his force and the character of his
movements, The consolidated report of Gen,
Banke's Corps, received some days previously,
exhibited an effective force of something over
14,000 men.
ever, that he only led forward about 8,000
men; but although I several times called
Gen. Banks's atlention to the discrepancy
between the forces set forth in his report and
those he took to the front (as he afterward
stated to me), he never was able to explain,
nor could I ever comprehend how he could
ever have made such a mistake, if mistake
it-was.

When he left Culpeper Courthouse to
go to the front, I instructed him that, if
the enemy advanced to attack him in
the strong position he was ordered to take
up, he should push his skirmishers well to
the front and anticipate by attacking with
them, and notify me immediately of the
sitnation. I was so anxious that there
sbould be no misunderstanding in carrying
out these orders, that I sent Gen, B. S. Rob-
erts, and old Army officer, who was Acting
Inspector-General, to report to Gen, Banks,
and see that he thoroughly comprehendad
and, as far as his (Gen, Roberts’s) advice
went, executed them, It was pot at that

Itappeared subsequently, how-.

time guite clear whether the main forces of |

the enemy would move® against us by way
of Cedar Mountain or Madison Courthouse,
and Ricketts’s Division, of McDowell’s Corps,
was posted three miles in rear of Banks's
position, and at the junction of the wagon
road from Madison Courthouse and Rapi-
dan Station to Cnlpeper, so as to be in the
right place in either case. Gen. Buford bad
reported that the eremy was advanecing on
his position at Madison Courthouse, and
early in the morning of the 9th he informed
me that the enemy wagbéus® === force on

o~

bis right, his left anc ngre], 22 Bis rear, 4nd | \
that he was falling %~ pperty Fille, 1n

Gen. Sigel’'s Corps
Culpeper late in th& afterncon (Ang. 9),
bhaving been delayed many hours by Sigel’s
strange uncertainty ahont the road heshonld
take. I had given gpecific orders a number
of days before that sil of the troops belong-
ing to tha Armv af Virginia should be reads
to march at the shor-est notice, and for that
purpose should kee) two days’ cooked ra-
tions habitually in taeir haversacks,

Notwithstanding this cautionary order,
Bigel's Corps arrived in Calpeper without
rations, and their provision trains being con-
siderably bebind th:y were without food.
Instead of going forvard at once to reinforce
Banks, as ordered, i¢ becams necessary to
issne rations to them from MeDowell's trains,
and give them time to cook and eat & meal,
and thereby occasion delay which worked
serions injury to the troops of Gen. Banks at
the front.

BANKS MALKES A BLUNDER.

Desultory firing 1.ed been kept up all day
in the direction of Gin. Banks’s position, but
I continued during the whole of the day to
receiva reports frou. Gen. Banks that no
considerable force of the enemy had yet
come forward; that his cavalry had been
ostentatiously displayed, but he did not be-
lieve him to be in any suflficient force to
make an atieck. A- lale us 5 o'clock in the
afternoon he wrote me substantially to the

| same eilect, but before I received this last

note Lhe artillery £rig had become so rapid
and continuous that I felt sure a severe en-
gagement was going on or was being brought
on. I therefore instructed McDowell to lead
Ricketts's Division rapidly to the front, and
preceded it myself. At po time during the
day did Gen. Banks ezpress any apprehen-
sion of an attack in Yorce by the enemy, nor
did he asle for reinforcements or intimate
that he needed them,

I have alwoys regretted that Gen. Banks
thought it best to depart from my instruc-
tious and to push a battle before the troops
necessary to win it ¢ould be brought to the
field, but I have never failed to bear my
testimony to his intrepid conduct during
the batile ef Ceder Mountain, nor to his
patriotic and loyal deportment throughout
the campaign. His corps, however, was
badly cut up in that battle, as will be seen
from what follows, and it was alwaysa
source of regret th't so much gallantry as
was therc displaycd by that corps served
dircetly to keep it from the front for many
weeks afterward.

| 76 be contfinued.]
REGUIEZM-3N MEMORIAM,

BY J, F. ROBENS, W. § LYTLE POST, FORT SCOTT,
AN,
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Comrades once of flesl. and blood !
Comrades now of eruubling dust,

Comrades unee in battle’s fiery flood,
Comrades ever in freadom®s glorlous trush,

Sileut ye sldep in covseerated graves;
Cold marble urn, or tawering bust,
Epeak nol of thy herolo days,
Bul memory gunards thy silent dust,

Not now with wo or tewrs come we |
And notas slaves 'neath tyrant’s bands,
But grandly singing asnthewns of the free,
We deck thy graves with loving hands,

Egypt's swarthy sons for fyrants bled,
While Roman eagles shadowéd slaves,
The vales of Greece with blood ran red,
Her freedom’s eause iies in lior heroes' graves,

The fiag so prowdly beiore us

Is sill the emblem (liat ye loved =0 well,
The stars upon 18 folds as glorions

As the hlood-stained falds whereon ye fell,

Oh ! comiredes dead, wo koeel this day
Above by lone and silent reating place,
And fervently to our God we pray
For frecdum’s boon g all the human race,

We prny, with loyal hagds uprearing,
Tha God of battle ar Tthe God of love,
O'er conirades deid andd cotnrades living,

A luad bivguas o the bome aboye,

VICKSBURG: CRMPAIGH,

The Gallant but Disastrous Charge of
May 22,

DIGGING TRENCHES.

A Two Months' Storm of Shot
and Shell.

GRANT ON THE LINES.
Shooting Down the Rebel
Ensign.

—

BY OAPT. FRANK SWIGART, 46TH IND.

of May 21, 1863, that
Hovey’s Division ar-
rived in sight of the
rebel works at Vicks-
-1|burg.  After being
I deployed in line of
il battle we moved up as
I-close to the works as
we could without an
gl engagement.
j* As soon as it was
. {| davk we ecrossed a
£, « ‘ hollow and took pos-
Qm\ oy session of the crest of
A A \h\\\\“\\ a hill about a half
mile to the front of the position we had oe-
cupied daring the afternoon,and established
our line on that khill and our camp in the
hollow behind it. Here onr camp remained
during the siege. Hovey’s Division had
been detained at Champion Hills taking care
of the wounded, burying the dead, collect~
ing and caring for abandoned and capiured
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GOING TO THE TRENCHES.

property. Then again we were detained as
rear-gunard at Black River Bridge, and in
consequence of these delays onr division was
the last of Gen. Grant’s original amuy to
arrive in front of Vickshurg, and were as-
signed to a place on the extrome left of that
army. Until the arrival of other troops,to
hold and eccupy (he ground between usgnd
the river below the town, we hLad the ex-
tremely heavy duty of guarding our front,
the left flank and rear of that wing of the
army.

This, in addition to the details from onr
command for working in our trenches, made
it very bard duty; but the men lore it
bravely, and performed the hard service
without & murmur or complaint. They felt
that it was necessary, and that the army
depended upon them for safity, and ap-
preciated the henor implicdly givea them
by assigning them this dangercus position.
When we got possession of the hills pickets
were put out and the men were allowed to
regt for the night.

THE CHARGE OF MAY 22,

On the morning of the 22d our division,
except the necessary gnards and pickets, were
placed in line ol buitle early, and marched
some distance to the right and ordered to n
position behind a Lill, where the men were
ordered to lie down, and it was given out
at the time that we were to support Gen.
Osterhaus's Brigade ina charge that he was
to make that day on the rebel works. Soon
we could see the men on our right preparing
for the assault. From our position wecouid
see one of the assaulting columns as it lefy
cover and charged up to the rebel works.
It was certainly a grand yet a terriblesight
to see those brave men like a wave of the
sea dashing against the rocks on the shore
only to be broken to pieces. This column
went over the hill and started for the works
in the beat order. But humanity could not
withstand the tornado of lead aud iron that
met them as they advanced, and whole lines
were swept away by the relentless fire of
the enemy. Others took their places only
to meet the same fate, until but a fragment
of that gallant column was left. Yet that
fragment would not yicld the ground it had
gained at such fearful cost, and the carnage
went on.

COLORS PLANTED ON THE REBEL-WORKS.

A few daring spirits planted their colors
on the outside of the rebel parapet, and
where they eould neither advance or retreat.
Then the work of carnage ceased for a while,
to be renewed after this panse with re-
doubled fury and greater loss of life than the
former assault. All of this gallant work
and noble sacrifice was to be made for
naught ; the assault was to end in a com-
plete and terrible repulse at all points, with
nothing gained that could not hay& been
gained almost any evening without loss of
life or limb.

The assanlt failed becsuse the works of
Vicksburg were impregnable to assault. Had
Gen, Pemberton and his army becn supplied
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with clothing, ammunition and food, 85 he | of the ground five or six feet. pat a pole on

should Lave bLeen, by the rebel aunthorities,

these to answer for the ridge-pole of the

cousidering the importance to the so-called | structure, and then on each side would drive
Confederacy that Vicksburg was, it would | two more not so high for the eave polem
have taken many and many weary days and | Upon these they wonld streteh their oil-
nights of toil, wonld bave cost thousands | ploth blankets to keep off *the main. Then

upon thousands of brave men's lives more |

they would cover these with green Swigs,

than it did to capture it. It was ouly the | weeds or canes (o keep the sun off Then
failure of the rebel autlioritics to have the | for beds they wonld gather canes ov rails,

city properly supplied with ammuzition,

clothing and rations that gave Gen. (irantT

and his army the speedy victory they gained
there.

We lay on the side of the hill where we |
had taken our position in the morning, while |

I'M THE ONLY SURVIVOER.

the assault was being made and repulsed.
We received no orders to move untii about

| seen or read about.

which wera put on stakes shoat a foot from
the ground, which made a very comfortable
oue, though not as soft as down, but goed
| enough for men who wanted Vieksbarg, and
wanted it bad jost them
THE TRENCHES BEFORE VICKSHURG

': This siege, like all others, was monotonous
to those engaged in it. It was guard duty,
camp duty, aud work in the trenches. Those
trenches, of which we bave heard 30 much,
| have never been described, that I have ever
At the risk of being
called tedious, I propose to describe thoss in
our front. A favorable place on the mill-side
was selected and a line for a trench marked
out. If the place was not exposed, no tem~
perary sbelter was put up to proteet the
men. If it was an expesed place, cracker-
boxes and barrels were put on the side nexs
the city to shield the men. After an
engineer officer bad examined the ground
and marked out the line, and as soon
as it became dark, men were distzib-
uted along the line, and each cue, be-
sides his gun, had a pick or spade. He
then laid down his gun and used the pick
or spade until relieved by soother detail
In this way the ditch or trench would be
dug about two feet wide and as deep as pos-
sible during the night, The dirt taken ous

of the trench would be thrown up om the
Vickshurg side,so that it aided in sheltering

dark, when we were ordered back to our  the menwho were then at work ot on goard.

camping ground.
few days after the assagult had been made,
when we learned that Gen. McClernand had
asked for and received reinforcement from
other corps of the army, while one of his
divisions lay within a few handred yards of
his agsaulting column, ready to render assist-
ance at a moment’s notice, and yet was not
called upon. This matter has never been
explained, or any reason given. While we
were thankful we did not have to go in theve,
yet we would like to know why we were
left out,

THE LUDICROUS PART OF THE CHARGE.

Like all affairs of this kind there were
many ludicrous things happened which even
provoked langhter during the time the terri-
ble work of death was going on. One of the
assanlting regiments was the 7th Ky. I may,
however, be in error as to the number, as
I write wholly from recollection. This regi-

S s 0% e ande Hescd
fearfully. The members of that regiment
may be proud that they formed part of that
gallant band. One of the men preity badly
wonnded came back by us, and when asked
how things were going at the fromt, said:
“They have all gone to thedevil. My regi-
ment bave all been killed or captured ex-
cept myself; I am the only survivor.”
It was bad enough, but not as bad as he re-
ported, as we soon learned from the squads
of wounded coming back. Eaeh one had a
more or less exaggerated report of the
affair,

Some peaple have censured Gen Crant for
ordering this assault, but we thought he
was right, because of the apparent demor-
alized condition of the rebel forces outside
of the city. And the reasons he has
gince given eonfirras uws in our opin-

works that a small portion of it conld hold
them: while the greater part could come out
and give him battle. As to the first reason,
however, this can be said, that the soldiers
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EXTERTAINING REBEL PRISONERS.

ized ountside the city, when they got behind
their works and had one night to rest und
be reorganized, they were as ready to fight
as ever. This they had had, and Gen. Pem-
berton and his officers had improved the
time so well that when the assault was made
we found them perfeetly prepared to meet
it, with the fearful cost to us that has so often
been told.
COMMENCEMENT OF THE SIEGE.

The assault having been repulsed at every
point, the siege began in earnest. Rifle-pits
were dug for the prolection of the infantiry
in front, and earthworks were thrown up for
the artillery in the rear, while camps were
prepared for the men and horses in the hol-
lows or ravines, where they were in com-
parative security from the fire of the enemy.
The men of my own regiment made their
camp by digging in the side of the hill
which we oceupied, epposite the city, using
the dirt taken out to level a place large
enough for their “ dog nests,” as they called
them; that is, large enough to accommodate
four men. When they Lad this level they
would drive a stake in the ground at encl

Imagine our surprise a |

During the day these trenches were widen-
ed and deepened, so that from two to four

| men could march in them without danges.

When extended in one direction sa far as
possible with safety to the men, snother di-
rection was taken and the same plan pur-
sued ; and thus we worked up closer fo the

| enemy’s works.

In exposed places on these lines, when
through digging, we would place a heavy
log on top of the earthworks with netches
cut in the lower side for portholes, through
which the men on duty could fire withoud
danger to their heads. In some places,
where very muoch exposed, we were com-

pelled to coverthe trenches with boards and
| earth, as the rebel sharpshooters wenld

Rew_ - =
o, it ¥

: g/

P — T =

- P — —_\__iﬂ‘-"
Tie Box I Dip Not GET.

; | & soldier, Sre st
ion, that Joe Johnston was in his rear | ’

with an army almost equal to kLis own:] Ab
and the army inside of Vicksburg was | X
almost &s large as the force under his |
command, and they occupied such stroog |

i ed and the trouble endsd.

2 : . | chiect was n
in Vicksburg were good soldiers, and no |

matter how badly they bad been demoral- |
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’ %, Ny /",)\ f |
~ 7|

| g0 severe and accurate 1hat

wateh the pertholes, and when dackened by
the durkened hole
vk ) HIT
one of these places one day two men
were shot through the head. W then took
cracker-box Tids and darkeued the kole ad
intervals until the rebel had fired 15 snois,
not one of which missed its mark. Thsas
night that portion of the trench was cover-
One particolar
large fort in our immediste
front. After a few days of digging sad
planning we got into position to contral it so
that they enuld net use thels gone, and all
we had to contead with was their iefaniry,
which were located, like ocurseives, my
trenches, and eould keep op a constant fre
on our liges. The fire from either side was
it waa warth a
man’s life to expose himself above the worke.
If a man did show himsell, at least 50 men
would get n shot at him befura e could g3
under cover again, and scme of thesoefota
always took effect. Thus it was that we
came to have great respect fur =ach other,
and always kept under covern

Qur artillery being posted on hills in cur
rear and protected by earthworks (besides
the line of works or frenches in front), couk
with perfect safety Leep up & constant fire
on the city and its defenders, without their
being able to reply. This, in connection
with the fire from the gunbeats and mer-
tars raining down on the enemy, made IS
at all times unsafe to be on the sireets or
anywhere within the rebel liges, because oue
army and fleet completely encireled the dty,
and all parts ef it were exposed to car fire,
while they could fire at a givea point bud
from one side—the frront,

I shonld have added the firz of our in-
fantry to that of the artillery when speaking
of what the people iuside the city had to
undergo. Our anus were of the best kiand.
QOur works almest encireled the town. Al
most every place inside the relel works was
in range of some of the infantry lines. Ia-
deed, we were told after the surrender that
many of these leaden missiles of desth wead
clear over ihe city and into the river, mak-
ing it extremely perilous for either soldiemn
or citizens to leave their places of cover dur-
ing the day. It was usual for the infanicy
to cease firing a3 scon as it was dark, bus
the artillery and meortars would comntinue
their fire at iutervals all night All this
certainly made those inside wish that they
had not prosoked Uncle Sam’s wrath,

GEN. OKD TAKES COMMAND OF THE THIR-
TEESTH COREPS.

While the wen of ithe Thirteenth Corps
did not approve Gen, M¢Clernand's a¢tion
an the 165 of May ot Chanplon Hills, and

L

IHEIR A

end, letting the two in the center extend out ' again on the “d of May, yei whea abouk
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